
EC – meeting in Budapest – January 2018

January 2018, the leading body of EC met in Budapest for its regular session. The general secretary gave an overview 
of the several activities, meetings and public events of the last quarter. FIR received many seasonal greetings – not 
only by member federations, but also from co-operators and friends. In that way, FIR is a recognized important 
international player. 

On the agenda were the tasks and proposed events of the coming year. The year 2018 is connected with important 
days of commemoration f. e. 75th anniversary of the victory of Stalingrad, but also 80th anniversary of “Kristall-
nacht”, the anti-Jewish pogroms in German Reich. FIR should rise its voice also for the 100 years commemoration 
of German “November-Revolution”, the creating of Hungarian Republic and several further events connected with 
the end of WWI. 

The EC-meeting was also attended by representatives of member-federations, president of Bulgarian Antifascist 
Union Simeon Ignatov and Guido Lorenzetti from ANED (Italy). They discussed with us common tasks. Simeon 
Ignatov informed about the projected Nazi-marching in February 2018, the Lukov-March in Sofia. Not only ex-
treme-right and open fascist groups from Bulgaria, but from different European countries are expected to honor 
this fascist collaborator. FIR will help the Bulgarian antifascists to ban this marching. The general secretary in-
formed about a similar project mid of April 2018 in Dortmund, where Nazi-groups from Western Europe try to 
march under the slogan “Europe awake”. FIR will be active there too. 
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Together with a proposal of our Italian comrades from ANED we discussed to intensify the relations to the interna-
tional camp committees. Because of the changing of generations in the ranks of the former victims organizations, 
we need to find new ideas to hand over the baton to the young generations and to preserve the memories. 

First time the EC discussed the political agenda in Europe facing the coming electoral campaign for the European 
parliament. Together with all member-federations and groups of the civil-society in several countries, we should 
rise our voice and influence the campaign to fight all right wing and extreme right-populists attempts. The EC au-
thorized the president and general secretary to prepare a political road map for the coming month until the election. 

For communication aspects, the EC decided to distribute from now on an electronic weekly newsletter. It should 
start end of January and present one or two information, statements, short reports just in time to member federa-
tions and co-operation partners on international level. End of 2018 we will evaluate the results of this work.  

The EC meeting were opened not by the political report, but by a congratulation tour for our president Vilmos 
Hanti who celebrated this day his 60th birthday. The members of the EC handed over to him a photobook “20 Years 
in the ranks of FIR” beginning with first meetings in 
Vienna and Nuremberg until the last meeting in Bel-
grade. Other members handed over to him gifts from 
their countries, medals, political souvenirs and culinary 
specialties. 

After the meeting, all members participated in the pre-
sentation of the book dedicated to antifascism in Hun-
gary and the 60th birthday of Vilmos Hanti. Co-fighters, 
writers, artists, and honorable personalities of the Hun-
garian society made their contribution to this work. 
Many people took part as guests in this presentation 
realized by the editor and a famous former TV-mod-
erator. 

Ulrich Schneider
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Russian Veterans Committee protest against desecration of memorials in Plovdiv

The Russian Committee of Veterans on behalf of 5.5 million members of the Russian Union of Veterans expresses 
strong protest and angry condemnation of another desecration of the Monument to the Soviet soldier-liberator in 
the mountains of Plovdiv, Bulgaria.

The cynicism of moral scumbags - followers of the misanthropic ideology of fascism, Nazism and racial intolerance, 
goes beyond all limits. The memorial shrines of those who gave their lives for the purification of mankind from the 
brown plague, who defended and liberated the peoples of the countries of Eastern Europe, saved them from des-
truction, slavish coexistence, moral and physical humiliation are impudently and defiantly defiled. It is especially 
painful to take into account the indisputable fact that these atrocities occur almost on an ongoing basis in fraternal 
Slavic states, in particular in Bulgaria.

In the complex and contradictory conditions of the current international situation, the current situation has many 
deep-rooted reasons: economic, political, ideological – but one cannot turn a blind eye to the fact that frequent ca-
ses of vandalism and medieval barbarism occur because of imperfect national legislation, impunity for such actions 
and direct connivance on the part of local authorities. In this regard, its individual representatives knowingly elevate 
themselves to the rank of accomplices of these and similar atrocities.

Russian veterans unanimously support the principled statements of what happened in the same way as the Russian 
Foreign Ministry, the Russian Embassy in Bulgaria, the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Bulgarian Soci-
alist Party and all progressive organizations and movements that condemned yet another act of desecration of the 
well-known relic of Victory. We demand a thorough investigation of this incident, the search and punishment of 
the perpetrators and their accomplices. We demand the adoption of effective measures to prevent similar incidents 
from now on.

As full members of the International Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR) - Association of Anti-Fascists, we urge 
our proposal: 
We should consider at the next meeting of the Executive Committee the status of the work of FIR organizations in-
volved in the preservation of World War II memorial complexes in the territories of their states and fundamentally 
measures to improve this as the most important direction of memorial activities.
We call on other international organizations of veterans, such as the World Federation of Veterans, the Common-
wealth of the World‘s Antifascists, as well as the national organizations of veterans of Bulgaria and other countries, 
to condemn the vandalism that has happened and to underline its weighty promise in defense of the symbols of our 
common Victory over fascism.

Army General Michail Moiseev 

Demolition of a Soviet memorial in Poland

The demolition of a mausoleum on a mass grave in the city of Trzcianka in northwestern Poland is claimed by ac-
tivists to sue the authorities, said the head of the Kursk non-profit organization, Jerzy Tyc, during a panel discussion 
in Warsaw devoted to the memorial.

“Today we are talking 
about an incident 
that is barbaric for 
our Christian coun-
try. What has hap-
pened in the city of 
Trzcianka exceeds all 
limits that determine 
our lives, “says Tyc.
At the beginning of 
September, the Pol-
ish authorities had 
demolished a mau-
soleum above a mass 
grave housing 56 Red 
Army soldiers.
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FIR protests against Lukov March in Sofia

February 17, again several hundred neo-Fascists from Bulgaria and other European countries held a public 
event in Sofia. They showed again Nazi uniforms and fascist symbols. In slogans, they offended refugees, for-
eigners and Turkish minorities in the country.

The protest against this march was wide. More than 175.000 person supported an online-petition to ban the 
provocation. Our Bulgarian member federation BAU and other initiatives of the civil society demonstrated 
against this historical revisionism. It is scandalous that the ban of the march by the Major of Sofia was refused 
by the Bulgarian High court.

With the following letter to the Bulgarian government and the Major of Sofia FIR supported this protest:

The International Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR) – Association of Antifascists is deeply concerned about 
the news from Bulgaria. Our member federation, the Bulgarian Antifascist Union, informed us about the proposed 
annual neo-Nazi-marching mid of February in Sofia honoring General Hristo Lukov, who was sentenced to death 
because of war crimes and crimes against humanity in the “Name of People” after WWII.

We do not need to explain you the history of General Lukov. He was a minister of War and a leader of ultranation-
alist organization Union of national Bulgarian legions. He was “extremely brutal protector of Hitler in Bulgaria”. 
He had strongly influenced the government to send Bulgarian Jewish in the death camps in Germany. He also was 
fierce supporter of the idea for sending ten Bulgarian divisions on the East front against the Red Army. All this is 
well known in Bulgaria and Europe.

What will happen to honor General Lukov?

Torchlight processions, with Nazi uniforms and symbols, neo-Nazi ideas, with hate demonstrations, ethnic, reli-
gious and racial confrontations demonstrate neo-fascist worship in front of the memory of this “idol” in the spirit 
of stylistics; hundreds of young people with skin heads and tattooed fylfots accompanied with music, marches, 
flags and fireworks 
are demonstrating 
on the streets of So-
fia. The organizers 
belong to the Bul-
garian fascist and 
Nazi group’s ultras, 
to the Bulgarian 
branch of “Blood 
and Honor”, rep-
resentatives of na-
tionalist parties. 
They are joined by 
participants from 
Nazi organizations 
from Germany, 
Croatia, Hungary, 
Italy, Falangist’s from Spain, extreme right representatives from France, by the union “United and ethnically clean 
Europe”, from the Russian imperial movement and by the Swedish Nazi movement “Nordic Front”. Anti-immi-
grant rhetoric, the fear of migratory waves, occupying Europe, is turning the policy of “the main stream of convic-
tion” in racism, nationalism and xenophobia.

It is a good signal that social movements and political groups in Bulgaria stand against “LUKOV MARCH”. There 
was also a protest note from the American ambassador and Russia last year.

We call the major of Sofia and the representatives of the Bulgarian government to ban the fascist marching in 
Bulgarians Capital. It would be a very bad political signal, if the Bulgarian government – actually the head of the 
European presidency – would allow European Nazi and fascist to present the swastika and other fascist symbols to 
honor General Hristo Lukov in their own center.
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Declaration of FIR to 75th Anniversary of the victory of Stalingrad

On February 2, 2018 the International Federation of the Resistance fighters (FIR) - Association of Anti-fas-
cists celebrates the 75th anniversary of the Red Army’s victory of Stalingrad. The way to Stalingrad was signed 
by murdering, homicide, exploitation, suppression and destruction – done by German fascism and its allied. 
Coventry, Rotterdam, Warsaw and Belgrade are the symbols of the air terror, which carried the armed forces 
over the cities of Europe. Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Majdanek, Sobibor have themselves entrenched in the mind 
of mankind as ‘monuments’ of the Holocaust – a holocaust produced by Nazi ‘Superior Race’ theories against 
all peoples, regardless of colour and race. 

The victory of Stalingrad stands against it for hope for liberation and the resistance against murderous German 
fascism. 
This hope was paid with countless human lives. The Soviet side registered approximately one million victims 
among the civilian population and the fighters of the Red Army in this battle. We remind the dead ones and 
commemorate all of those, which used themselves with their life and their health for the liberation of its coun-
try from the fascist occupation and smashing the fascist beast. 

This battle of Stalingrad was not only of military importance. It represented a historical turning point in the 
fight of the anti-Hitler coalition with the expansionistic requirement of German fascism:

•	 From a military-strategic point, this defeat of the German troops was a turning point, because hereby 
for the first time the advance was stopped and the “unconquerable” Wehrmacht had to accept a destroy-
ing defeat. 

•	 For the development of the anti-Hitler coalition in this battle has been proven that the common efforts 
of all allied could defeat the murderous beast of fascism and its military apparatus. Red Army’s victory 
in Stalingrad and afterwards had strong signal effect for Great Britain and the USA to speed up the 
preparations for the opening of a second front. Stalingrad knows to be regarded therefore with joins 
and right as beginning of the end of the robbery and murder campaign of the Wehrmacht through half 
Europe.

•	 For the resistance movement in all occupied countries and in Germany the battle of Stalingrad was the 
symbol for the coming defeat of fascism. The women and men in the resistance drew from it strength, 
motivation and optimism for the continuation of their anti-fascist fight in the political clearing-up 
work and in the armed Resistance. 

In this sense, FIR reminds the anniversary of victory of Stalingrad. We connect our thanks to the fighters with 
the promise to pass this memory on of the today’s generations. We cannot understand and accept that the to-
day’s German government refuses to participate at the celebration in Volgograd this year. 
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January 30, 1933 - 2018: Fascism is not an opinion, but a crime!

January 30, 1933 is not a “day of remembrance”, it is an obligation for all antifascist-oriented people to prevent any 
repetition.
It is necessary to prevent the organizations of the labor movement from being prosecuted again. Unionists, Com-
munists and Social Democrats were the first deported to concentration camps whose organizations were persecut-
ed, banned and crushed.
It is important to prevent the democratic rights and freedoms. With “parliamentary authorization“, the rights of the 
elected parliament were abolished. In the next step, politically dissenters and Jewish scientists were ousted from 
public life by a ban on the profession and the burning of books.
It is important to prevent war policy once again dominating social life. From the very beginning, co-ordination and 
the increasing militarization of society up to the practical preparations for war shaped the policy of German fascism.
It is important to prevent racism and anti-Semitism from becoming the maxims of state action. Racist exclusion 
through pogroms and Nuremberg racial laws created the precondition for the persecution of people of Jewish faith 
and those who were labeled as Jewish according to racist criteria.

FIR recalls that the rise of the fascist forces did not take place in the politically “empty” space. Influential forces from 
the military, industry, banks and the reactionary elite have significantly promoted and politically supported the rise 
of the NSDAP.

Therefore, it is necessary to set political counter-signals against all approaches of extreme right-wing politics and 
fascist ideology.
In addition to remembering the criminal policy, this includes naming the social forces that contributed to the es-
tablishment of fascist rule.
This includes facing all approaches of extreme right-wing politics and ideology.
This includes defending democracy and liberties and opposing social cuts.
This includes advocating for actual peace policy and opposing any war policy and war efforts.

Never again fascism - never again war!

National appeal of Italien associations, trade unions, political parties, democratic movements
“NEVER AGAIN FASCISM” - Appeal to all democratic institutions

We, democratic citizens, we launch this appeal to the Republican institutions. Pay attention: here and now there is 
a threat to democracy. 

Neo-fascist or neo-Nazi organizations are multiplying in our country, under various acronyms, increasingly present 
in social reality and on the web. They spread the virus of violence, discrimination, hate toward those who they stig-
matize as being different, racism and xenophobia, and this after eighty years from one of the most heinous action of 
fascism: the publication of the racial laws. 

Similar phenomena are happening all around the world and in Europe, particularly in the East, and they take place 
especially through resurgent nationalistic and xenophobic closures, with parades and obscurantist or Nazi initia-
tives, as recently happened in Warsaw, and even acts of repression and persecution towards the opposition. 
For this, all United, we want to give a human response to such inhuman ideas, stating another vision of reality that 
puts at its center the value of the person, of life, solidarity, democracies as an instrument of participation and social 
redemption. 

For this reason, all United, we urge every public and private power to promote a new era of social justice by combat-
ing the deterioration, the abandon and the poverty that are today the broth that nourishes all neo-fascisms. 
For this reason, all United, we invite institutions to work, in order to have the Public power to fully show its anti-
fascist nature in all its articulation, working in particular on topics such as education, knowledge, memory and the 
implementation of Constitution. 

For this, all United, we launch a democratic alarm, recalling their responsibilities to all levels of the public institu-
tions, in order to fully implement the 12th provisional article of the Italian Constitution (“It is forbidden the reorga-
nization in any form of the dissolved fascist party “) and to fully apply laws the so called Scelba and Mancino laws, 
punishing any form of fascism and racism.
For this, all United, we urge the competent authorities to prohibit the presentation of electoral lists directly or in-
directly related to organizations, associations and parties inspired to fascism or Nazism, as substantially provided 
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for, but not always applied, by the present regulations, and to prohibit, in municipalities and regions, any initiatives 
promoted by these bodies, however camouflaged, taking example from good practices of different local institutions.
For this, all United, we ask that neo-fascist or neo-Nazi organizations to be put in a position not to harm, by dis-
solving them by law, as it already happened in some cases in the ‘70s and as provided by the 12TH provision of the 
Constitution.

For this, all United, we call, as a first commitment to a broader popular mobilization, citizens, democratic, social, 
civil, political and cultural associations, to subscribe to this appeal. The experience of the Resistance teaches us that 
fascisms can be defeated with knowledge, with the Democratic Unity, with the firmness of the institutions 
In our country, the weakness of the State had already made possible the fascist adventure that led to bloodshed, war 
and ruin as never seen in human history. Italy, Europe and the whole world paid a very high price. 

We said: “never again!” Today, even stronger, we cry “never again!”

ACLI – ANED – ANPI – ANPPIA – ARCI – ARS – ARTICOLO 21 – CGIL – CISL – COMITATI DOSSETTI 
– COORDINAMENTO DEMOCRAZIA COSTITUZIONALE – FIAP – FIVL – ISTITUTO ALCIDE CERVI 
– L’ALTRA EUROPA CON TSIPRAS – LIBERA – LIBERI E UGUALI – LIBERTA’ E GIUSTIZIA – PCI – PD – 
PRC – UIL – UISP
Supporters
AUSER - GIOVANI DEMOCRATICI - I SENTINELLI DI MILANO -  LA RETE PER LA COSTITUZIONE 
-  LINK COORDINAMENTO UNIVERSITARIO - MOVIMENTO FEDERALISTA EUROPEO TOSCANA - 
MOVIMENTO GIOVANILE DELLA SINISTRA - RETE DEGLI STUDENTI MEDI - RETE DELLA CONO-
SCENZA - UGO NESPOLO - UNIONE DEGLI STUDENTI - UNIONE DEGLI UNIVERSITARI

Support the political work of the International Federation of Resistance (FIR) - 
Association of Antifascist!

The political work of international anti-fascist organization requires large resources. 
Since civil society organizations do not have national or institutional grants, the organization 
depends on contributions and donations. 

Bank-account: Postbank Berlin IBAN DE 04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07, Owner: FIR 
Donations from foreign countries only with IBAN DE 04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07 and  
SWIFT-BIC: PBNKDEF
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Velko Valkanov – a noble and meritorious son of Bulgaria

On November 13, 2017 one celebrated 90 years since the birth of professor Velko Valkanov Ivanov - a prominent 
jurist, a fervent anti-fascist and a vocal public figure. One who always had been unabashedly loud, when people he 
deemed “unworthy” had put his civic positions’ core foundations into question. Prof. Valkanov will forever be alive 
as one of the Socialist ideal’s greatest public advocates and foot soldiers.
Velko also was the Bulgarian Socialist Party’s – and the overall Bulgarian Left’s - first presidential candidate since 
the beginning of the democratization process in the country. During the Presidential race in 1992, Velko succeeded 
in mobilizing more than 2,443 million votes! This is by far the most sizable electoral support the Bulgarian Left has 
had ever received to this day. Another of his life’s accomplishments is the massive bibliographic heritage he left be-
hind – hundreds of newspaper articles, monographies, discourses, a dozen books, a countless number of speeches, 
lectures, interviews, etc. 
Always true to his principles, Velko Valkanov had never applied for a party membership neither before, nor after 
1989. That notwithstanding, his distrust to formal allegiances had made him a true pain in the neck of the Com-
munist party’s bigwigs. That was so mostly due to his tendency to outspokenly criticize the Communist authorities 
for the unjust treatment of the Bulgarian Mohammedans. Decades later, he revealed that he had never been against 
the Communist ideal per se; his animosity has been directed primarily against the people who were tasked with 
the realization of the Communist vision. The unremitting administrative and psychological harassment and vile ad 
hominem attacks notwithstanding, all his life Velko remained a staunch supporter and an ardent champion of the 
dream for a more just and peaceful world.
He truly was an impressive person – the erudite who had never compromised with the values he believed in. Writ-
ing and reading provided the main structure of his existence. Spiritually, he strived to rise above the outer world and 
the material comforts. He had never been heard complaining - neither from his life, nor from his declining health.
Prof. Velko Valkanov, S.J.D. was born in the town of Elhovo. Although his Alma Mater was the Sofia University, he 
defended his doctoral thesis in Germany. He dedicated many years to the academia, working mainly with the Insti-
tute of statehood and jurisprudence - back then a branch of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Several times he has 
been an elected MP in Bulgaria’s Parliament. He was appointed a chairman of the Human Rights Committee. Later 
in life, he becomes a chairman of the Bulgarian committee for the preservation of peace. Tireless, Velko Valkanov 
also headed the Bulgarian Anti-fascist Union for many years. He is among the founders of the “Georgi Dimitrov” 
International Foundation and is a long-standing honorary presidium of FIR. He is a recipient of many distinctions 
and insignias of honour, but looking back it seems to me that the most profound sense of fulfillment he drew from 
his “Georgi Kirkov” award for publicism. 
His dedication to speak on behalf of sensitive “lost” causes brings Velko an international recognition. For instance, 
together with Ramsey Clark (an American lawyer and activist) and Alexander Zinoviev (Russia) prof. Valkanov co-
chairs the International Committee to Defend Slobodan Milosevic. Again in cooperation with Ramsey Clark, Velko 
Valkanov is among the doyens of the International Committee of Iraq’s defense against the US’ aggression. Velko 
never stopped maintaining the unshakable position that Bulgaria’s participance in the US led so-called “Coalition 
of the Willing” is nothing short than an “equipollent to a crime”. He was absolutely certain in his understanding 
that every Bulgarian death in Iraq duty-bounds us to seek retribution from the people whose servitude hurled our 
country into the war.
Velko insisted that the curiosity towards the world is “a great driving force”. And also: “As long as my soul feels the 
pain it feels all the time, I will always have an insight to offer”.
Prof. Valkanov passed away on November 26, 2016, before noon. He had just been reached 89 years of age. That’s the 
image of Velko that has etched on my memory – as one who’s always racing against time, as a noble and meritorious 
son of Bulgaria.

By Chavdar Stoimenov, President of international foundation “Georgy Dimitrov”

New elected leading body of International Foundation “Georgy Dimitrov” 

On Sept 22, 2017 a general assembly of the “Georgy Dimitrov” International Foundation was held. The meeting 
went lively with many suggestions about the future work of the Foundation. The main issue raised was the need 
for increased popularity of Georgy Dimitrov’s work and creativity. Particular attention was paid to the fact that 
the Foundation should attract wider circles of young people into its activities.

A variety of questions concerning the Foundation’s international activity has been discussed also.
The Foundation management was confirmed with: 

Chavdar Stoimenov as a President; Angel Marin, Georgi Boykov Dimitrov, Assoc. Prof. Mincho Naydenov, 
Veselina Grueva, Yordanka Krincheva - Vice presidents and Marin Tsvetkov - Chief Secretary.
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URAP remembered the 100th anniversary of October Revolution 

URAP has marked the October Revolution’s Centenary with a public session in Casa do Alentejo (Lisbon), on 
November 30th, hosting a session and debate about “The October Revolution and its repercussions in Portugal.”
This session was accompanied with the projection of 50 slides, showing some aspects of the immense impact 
that the October Revolution had in Portugal and the way in which the revolutionary transformations and so-
cial conquests pushed and stimulated the antifascist struggle and resistance. 
The first echoes of the Russian Revolution came through the news in the anarchist and workers press, immedi-
ately raising sympathy towards the revolutionary forces and the social conquests gained.
Many were the examples of that influence. With the objective of defending the October Revolution and to 
spread its experience, it was created, in 1919, The Soviet for Social Propaganda (Soviete de Propaganda Social) 
and many “Bolshevik circles” that later came together merging into the Portuguese Maximalist Federation 
(Federação Maximalista Portuguesa), publishing the weekly “Red Flag” (Bandeira Vermelha) since October of 
1919. 
The worker’s struggle in this period created among the maximalist the conscience that such radical social 
transformation could not be achieved without the existence of a political direction not only unionist. So, on 
March 6th of 1921, a group of militants from the Maximalist Federation constituted the Portuguese Communist 
Party that have had its first Congress in November of 1923 and its second Congress in May of 1926. During the 
Second Congress there was an army putsch on May 26th of 1926 that instituted a dictatorship and unleashed 
repression against communists and the democratic and unionist organizations and militants.

In clandestine conditions, imposed by the fascist dictatorship, PCP under the guidance of Bento Gonçalves, in 
1929, was able to reorganize itself and became a revolutionary party able to carry on with the workers struggle 
and to increase itself and its influence.

In the 30’s and 40’s, the Soviet Revolution continued being an inspiration factor for the antifascist struggle and 
the sympathy towards the Soviet Union grew immensely during the Second World War. The Victory over the 
Nazi-Fascism was celebrated with big demonstrations, on the May 8th of 1945, with the particularity that the 
demonstrators were prohibited of having USSR flags so they only carried flag poles.  
With the 25th of April Revolution, in 1974, it was possible to establish diplomatic relationship with the USSR 
and to develop commercial and cultural trade between both countries. 
Even today, more than two decades since the fall of the USSR, it’s clearly visible that the Soviet people realiza-
tions and conquests had, and still have, a decisive influence in the world development and in our own country, 
still showing that capitalism is not a solution for the problems of the world and that the future belongs to so-
cialism. 
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Meeting of Greek and Slovenian veteran organizations

On 26 October 2017, Aljaz Verhownik, Secretary-General of the Union of the Slovenian Liberation Movement, 
visited the Greek association PEAEA-DSE on his own initiative. A journalist and an employee of the Slovenian 
embassy who had arranged the appointment accompanied Verhownik. During the meeting, mutual informati-
on was given about the history of the resistance struggle and the activities of both organizations.

The Slovenes were in Greece on the occasion of an anniversary to commemorate the memorial of their compa-
triots who died during the Second World War in Kefalonia by the Nazis. PEAEA informed during the discus-
sions about the work of the FIR and suggested that the Slovenian Association should actively participate in the 
FIR. The Slovenian Association considered its membership in the World Veterans Association to be sufficient, 
so that it is currently not interested in becoming active in another international organization.

Italy’s anti-fascists show their strength

In the middle of February, tens of thousands of people across the country took to the streets to give a decisive signal 
to the wave of racist violence and open neo-fascist terror. The biggest demonstration on the weekend was in Mac-
erata with 30,000 participants, where a racist assassination had taken place a few days earlier. There was a militant 
atmosphere. From the demonstrators from all ranks of the society “Bella Ciao” and other partisan songs sounded. 
Their slogans were: “stop the racist terror”, “block the way for the fascists” and repeatedly demand “solidarity with 
the immigrants”.

In total, tens of thousands of people took to the streets in more than 150 cities, according to La Republicca, which is 
published in Rome. In Milan alone, 20,000 people followed the joint appeal of the Anti-Fascist Action, Left and So-
cial Centers, the ANPI Former Partisans Association, unions and leftist parties. The top candidate of the “Free and 
Equal” (LeU, Liberi e Uguali) electoral coalition formed by socialist and social democratic parties, Senate President 
Pietro Grasso, called for the “unity of all anti-fascist forces” to “defend together the values of democracy.” All the 
forces involved in the demonstrations agreed that a victory for the ultra-right alliance of Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza 
Italia (FI) and the Lega of Matteo Salvini in the parliamentary elections on 4 March must be stopped.
On February 24, the ANPI, the ARCI Cultural Association and the CGIL Confederation organized further rallies 
against fascism and racist violence.
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PEAEA - DSE honors the 100-year struggle of the KKE

At a ceremony in the main hall 
of the Stanley Hotel in Athens, 
Christos Tzintsilonis, President of 
the PEAEA-DSE and Vice Pres-
ident of the FIR, welcomed the 
guests to the celebration of the 
100th anniversary of the found-
ing of the Greek Communist Par-
ty KKE. 

He recalled that the anti-fascist 
struggle of the democratic army 
EAM and the entire Greek resis-
tance is a central event in the his-
tory of the communist movement.

Christos Tzintsilonis underlined, 
as “Rizospastis” reported it, the 
importance of the politics of re-
membrance and formulated the expectation that the communist party would fight for the same ideals and the 
visions of resistance and the DSE (Descendants of the Resistance) continue the present. The fight today must 
be directed against the bourgeois governments and the imperialist interventions of the US, NATO and the EU.

Vilmos Hanti presents images of Cuba Solidarity in Sofia

Representatives of about 86 organizations 
and associations of friendship and solidar-
ity with Cuba attended the third Interna-
tional meeting for solidarity with Cuba of 
Central and Eastern European Countries 
from 22 European countries.

The Bulgarian hosts warmly received Vil-
mos Hanti. Stanka Shopova, President of 
the Bulgaria-Cuba Friendship Associa-
tion, mentioned him to the welcome din-
ner as President of the FIR. His photo ex-
hibition on Cuba was a success; the Cuban 
ambassador in Sofia opened it.

At the same time, Vilmos Hanti had the 
opportunity to meet and speak with the 
President of BAU, who also attended the 
Solidarity Conference. Vilmos invited the 
BAU delegation to Budapest. They will ar-
rive one day before the meeting of the Ex-
ecutive Committee and hold bilateral talks 
with MEASZ.
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75 years “White Rose” – FIR remembers the German antifascist resistance

In all from German fascism and its allies occupied countries, resistance fight is well known. Also in fascist Germany 
one can find resistance groups they sacrificed their life for freedom and peace. One of the most popular groups is 
the clandestine student group “White Rose” at the Munich University. 

The members of the group came together because of a common tradition in the “Bündische Jugend” on initiative 
of a circle of friends around Sophie and Hans Scholl and Alexander Schmorell from June 1942 in Munich. Most of 
them had a Christian and humanistic conviction.
The group wrote, printed and distributed on various clandestine distribution routes six leaflets – in varying, rising 
trend of last up to 9000 copies. The members distributed the leaflets first in the Munich region itself, later on couri-
ers in some other cities of the German Empire. In these publications, they addressed the regime’s crimes and called 
for resistance to National Socialism. 
In the final phase of its existence, the “White Rose” tried supported by Falk Harnack to expand its contacts with 
other resistance groups to the imperial capital of Berlin and system opposition to the Wehrmacht circles. After the 
end of the Battle of Stalingrad their members of “White Rose” also painted public facades in Munich with slogans 
against Hitler and Nazi rule in nightly actions.

At the end of February 1943, the group was smashed by uncovering, arrest of most of its members and finally the 
execution of their formative members after death sentences of the People’s Court under the chairmanship of Roland 
Freisler. The first trial started on February 21, 1943 against Sophie and Hans Scholl and Christoph Probst. All were 
executed next day. The last message of the executed was “Long life the freedom!” Later further trials followed until 
end of 1943.
The leaflets of the “White Rose” were so popular that the British Royal Airforce dropped also copies as propagan-
da-material when they attacked German towns with bombs. 

The FIR commemorates this resistance group as a part of a wider German resistance movement – mainly based on 
the organizations of the workers movement, Communists, Socialists and Trade Unionists, but also including Chris-
tians and humanistic citizens, some conservatives too. They all have been part of the Anti-Hitler-Coalition. They 
represented the so-called “other Germany”. 

Imprint :
Responsible: Dr. Ulrich Schneider, (General Secretary)
Secretariat: Internationale Föderation der Widerstandskämpfer - Bund der Antifaschisten (FIR), 
Magdalenenstr. 19, D- 10365 Berlin, Fon +49 (0) 30 – 55 57 90 83 - 4, Fax +49 (0) 30 – 55 57 90 83 - 9, 
E-Mail: office@fir.at , Internet www.fir.at
The International Federation of Resistant fighters (FIR) has been designated by the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations as a «Peace Messenger». The Federation is accepted as NGO at the UNESCO, Paris, at the UN standing 
committee of disarmament, Geneva and the European council, Strasbourg.
Bank account: Postbank Berlin (BLZ 10010010), Account: 543 054 107, Owner FIR, 
IBAN DE 04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07 SWIFT-BIC: PBNKDEFF
Donations are welcome.


